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18:1 Area ratio land:lake
347 metric tons above TMDL
Source of drinking water for 200,000
120x12 miles (at widest point)
400 ft at deepest point
Average lake depth 64 ft
Water retention time:

3 yrs – main lake
< 2 months south lake

$3.8 billion tourism dollars



Advocacy Programs Connections

H674
CSO rule
211
Vigils
Gubernatorial Forum

Healthy Waters Healthy Children
Bring Back the Brookies
Champlain’s Ark
CSO notification
BLUE

Father’s Day Derby
Little Angler’s Derby
Catch n Cook
Lake Supper
Wild About Vermont



Creating a Culture of Clean Water
Motivating and encouraging conversation with business, residents, and children



The good life



Three interconnected Issues:

Nutrient Pollution

Combined Sewage Overflow

Stormwater



Issue 1

Nutrient loading





We like to blame Agriculture

And other practices…



Lake Champlain Basin Program



But we are all to blame, and we are all the solution.

Credit: Lake Champlain Basin Program











Combined Sewer Overflow

Issue 2





Pathogen graphic







Issue 3

Stormwater



Components of stormwater

• Chemical pollutants: Fuels, lubricants, particles from brakes or tires, exhaust 
emissions, corrosion products, pesticides

• Nutrients in the form of grass clippings, fertilizers, pet waste

• Physical pollutants: litter, road surface degradation, silt, gravel

Consequences of stormwater

• Decreased property values

• Economic and tourism declines

• Loss of recreational activities

• Public health symptoms

• Gastrointestinal disease
• Neurological disease
• Carcinogens 

• Increased fees to clean up  
polluted waters



What actions could you do to manage 
phosphorous, and stormwater on your land? How 

can you do your part to reduce CSO?

What if you have no idea what steps to take?



BLUE® 
Effective stormwater management: 

Preventing pollution of our drinking water, beaches, and fish



Program Overview:

Actions:

Door hangers:  5029

Evaluations:      549

Certifications:  132

Active in:

Burlington

Charlotte

Colchester

Shelburne

Waterbury

Winooski

Program arrangements:

Municipal partnership

In-house program management

City specific grants









Sample of projects 
implemented through BLUE:

Rain gardens



Driveway stormwater 
redirection and 
infiltration

Water bar Infiltration trench



Stormwater slowing 
through retention

Rainwater cistern (representation only)

Retention pond

Rain barrel



Challenges:

The Point View Road Story





Inconsistent reporting adds 
to the communication 
challenge



Challenges:

The McCabe Circle Story



Challenges:

Misty Bay Rd



Condo associations

Campus wide evaluations



BLUE® wins for 
swimmable, drinkable, fishable waters:

▪ Certified the Ed Weed Fish Hatchery as 

watershed friendly, the first of its kind in the 

country

▪ Engaged hundreds of students with 

stormwater management techniques, and 

public education

▪ Has dispersed $20,000 in stormwater 

mitigation improvements

▪ Have spoken with over 1,000 homeowners

instigating the culture of clean water

▪ Have 2 universities and 3 elementary    

schools engaged with integrating 

BLUE certification with education



Next Steps for BLUE® 

▪ Secure funding to expand 
operations

▪ Train more evaluators

▪ Solidify GIS evaluation techniques

▪ Engage a younger audience with 
local actions for local futures



AFTER ALL…

IF WE HAVE THE ABILITY TO PREVENT

POLLUTION, WHY AREN’T WE?



The good life
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