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To all Residuals and Biosolids Professionals, 
 
The Chesapeake Tri-Association Conference is approaching quickly. John Maley will be 
heading up the Residuals and Biosolids Beauty Contest that will be taking place at the 2026 
Tri-Association Conference.  We invite you to participate!  Awards are presented during the 
Tri-Association Awards Ceremony on Thursday, September 3, 2026, with all three 
associations.  This is a great way to highlight your utility! 
 
I would like to request that utility plant representatives register your residuals and/or 
biosolids sample for the contest between Tuesday, September 1, 2026, beginning at 7:00 
AM until Wednesday, September 2, 2026, no later than 9:00 AM at the Chesapeake WEA 
table (at the top of the steps on the upper level of Ocean City Convention Center – just 
above the conference registration area).  After your sample is registered, there will be 
tables set up in the OC Convention Center Exhibitor Hall for your display and sample to be 
placed (tables located near the bleachers).  The judging will take place from 10 am to 11 
am on Wednesday, September 2, 2026.   
 
The judges will pick an overall winner for each of the following: Class A Biosolids 
(fresh/unblended), Class A Biosolids (enhanced), Class B Biosolids (stabilized), and Residuals 
(fresh/unblended) based on sample characteristics.  From all the samples submitted, the 
one exhibiting the best “presentation” will receive an award for Best in Presentation. 
Please be sure that the person submitting the sample for judging knows what category 
they are registering the sample for. Please do NOT have any identifying factors on your 
submitted samples (plant/utility location, etc.). We label them at the sign-in to prevent 
the judges from knowing where the samples are from. 
 
Please contact someone within your plant or organization to support this event by 
preparing a sample for the event. It is greatly appreciated! 
 
It is free to submit samples and participate in the beauty contest, but you must register for 
TriCon. 
 
Please reach out to John Maley at john.maley@hdrinc.com or Traci Storm at 
traci@chesapeakewea.org with any questions. 
 
We hope to see you at Tri-Con!  
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Residuals and Biosolids Beauty Contest Guidelines 
Samples need to be registered by Wednesday 9/2/2026 9:00 AM 
Judging will occur on Wednesday 9/2/2026 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM 

Awards will be given during the TriCon Awards Ceremony on Thursday, 9/3/2026  

 
1. Contestant should bring the sample in a 500 ml container.  If 

material will also be used in a display, be sure to have enough 

material for both the display and the 500 ml container. Only 

material provided in a 500 ml container will be judged (example 

container shown, for reference purposes only). 

   
2. Before taking the sample to the judging area in the Exhibitor Hall, 

contestants must REGISTER their sample at the Chesapeake WEA table, located at the top 

of the steps above the conference registration area. Sample REGISTRATION begins on 

Tuesday 9/1/2026 at 7:00 AM and ends at 9:00 AM on Wednesday 9/2/2026. Once 

REGISTRATION is complete, the contestant will receive a label to be placed on the sample. 

Samples and/or displays need to be placed and/or set up no later than 9:00 AM on 

Wednesday 9/2/2026 at the Residuals and Biosolids Beauty Contest tables located near the 

bleachers in the Ocean City Convention Center Exhibitor Hall.   
 

3. Please do not have the name, logo, or any identifying markers of the utility or plant on the 

display or on the sample container. We do “blind judging” so that the judges do not know 

where the samples are from. Only samples from WWTPs in the Chesapeake WEA region are 

eligible for this event. (Maryland, DC, and Delaware) 
 

4. For the “Best in Presentation Award” contestants are encouraged to be as creative as 

possible with the displays to show off the material.  There is not a space restriction for the 

displays but depending on the number of contestants, space could be limited. We will do 

our best to make accommodation for all contestant displays. 
 

5. Please make sure that there is a utility or plant representative available if your sample is 

chosen to receive an award at the TriCon Awards Ceremony on 9/3/2026. 
 

6. Awards given in the following categories: 

 Biosolids Class A – Fresh/Unblended 

 Biosolids Class A – Enhanced 

 Biosolids Class B - Stabilized 

 Residuals – Fresh/Unblended 

 Best in Presentation (all submissions are eligible for this award) 
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